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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Duso et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,892,915). 

Regarding claim 1, Duso discloses "a method of streaming media to multiple clients, 
comprising: receiving a request to stream media from a media track to a first client; extracting a 
set of metadata from the media track, wherein said metadata facilitates identification and 
retrieval of the media from the media track; storing said extracted set of metadata in a memory; 
streaming the media to the first client in a first stream while referring to said stored metadata; 
and streaming the media to a second client in a second stream while referring to said stored 
metadata", i.e., Figure 2 of Duso teaches a video file server for providing streaming media to a 
plurality of clients based on receiving a request from a media track to the client, and based on 
identification of metadata of the associated track which stored in a memory, the streaming data is 
delivered to the clients accordingly to each individual requests, see col. 2/lines 15-25 for server 
with descriptors and metadata; col. 2/line 47-col. 3/line 13 for a client-server broadcast playback 
protocol for playing pre-recorded stream media or live media; col. 5/lines 15-28 for Figure 1 & 
video file server; and col. 6/lines 1-60 for an overview operation of Figure 2 as the client 
requests for streaming media from the video file server. 
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As for claim 2, Duso discloses "comprising: maintaining a first file descriptor for 
retrieving the media from the media track for said first stream; and maintaining a second file 
descriptor for retrieving the media from the media track for said second stream 55 (Figs. 1 1 & 12, 
and col. 19/line 15 to col. 20/line 40 for prefetch routines in searching and looking for a media 
track as well as scheduling requested stream to the clients, and Fig. 13 shows for delivering 
streams to more than one client, see further on col. 20/line 41 -col. 21/line 3). 

As for claims 3 and 4, Duso discloses "wherein the media track is a track of a live media 
event" and "wherein the media track is a track of a pre-recorded media program 55 (col. 5/lines 29- 
47 for a wide variety of applications including live and pre-recorded media streams). 

Regarding claim 5, Duso discloses "a method of using a single set of media metadata to 
facilitate streaming the media to multiple clients, comprising: receiving a request to stream 
media from a first media track to a first client, wherein the first media track also includes 
metadata corresponding to the media; invoking a track module configured to maintain one copy 
of said metadata in a memory; operating a first track handler to stream the media to the first 
client, wherein said first track handler accesses said metadata to facilitate said streaming; 
receiving a request to stream the media to a second client before said streaming of the media to 
the first client is terminated; and operating a second track handler to stream the media to the 
second client, wherein said second track handler accesses said metadata to facilitate said 
streaming; wherein said metadata is configured to facilitate retrieval of the media from the first 
media track", i.e., Figure 2 of Duso teaches a video file server for providing streaming media to a 
plurality of clients based on receiving a request from a media track to the client, and based on 
identification of metadata of the associated track which stored in a memory, the streaming data is 



Application/Control Number: 09/827,866 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2611 

delivered to the clients accordingly to each individual requests, see col. 2/lines 15-25 for server 
with descriptors and metadata; col. 2/line 47-col. 3/line 13 for a client-server broadcast playback 
protocol for playing pre-recorded stream media or live media; col. 5/lines 15-28 for Figure 1 & 
video file server; and col. 6/lines 1-60 for an overview operation of Figure 2 as the client 
requests for streaming media from the video file server; furthermore, Figs. 1 1 & 12 for software 
routines, and col. 19/line 15 to col. 20/line 40 for prefetch routines in searching and looking for a 
media track as scheduling requested stream to the clients, and Fig. 13 shows for delivering 
streams to more than one client, see further on col. 20/line 41-col. 21/line 3; and Fig. 7, col. 
1 1/line 50 to col. 12/line 67 for Thread Scheduler for handling scheduling of media tracks. 

As for claims 6-10, Duso discloses these claims for the steps of "wherein said operating a 
first track handler comprises using a first file descriptor to retrieve the media from the first file 
track; and said operating a second track handler comprises using a second file descriptor to 
retrieve the media from the first file track 55 ; "wherein said operating a first track handler 
comprises establishing a first set of references to said metadata; using said first set of references 
to identify a first portion of the media to be streamed to the first client for a first time index; and 
using said first set of references to locate said first media portion in the first media track"; 
"wherein said operating a second track handler comprises: establishing a second set of references 
to said metadata; using said second set of references to identify a second media portion to be 
streamed to the second client for a second time index; and using said second set of references to 
locate said second media portion in the first media track"; "wherein said first set of references 
and said second set of references are used to access said metadata simultaneously 55 and 
"comprising: removing said metadata from the memory after said first stream and said second 
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stream are terminated" which refers to the scheduling procedure and software routines as 
discussed earlier in scheduling media tracks and further based on index for locating portions or 
segments of media tracks (Fig. 17, and col. 24/lines 35). 

Regarding claims 1 1-18, these claims for "a computer readable storage medium storing 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform a method of 
streaming media to multiple clients, the method comprising: receiving a request to stream media 
from a media track to a first client; extracting a set of metadata from the media track, wherein 
said metadata facilitates identification and retrieval of the media from the media track; storing 
said extracted set of metadata in a memory; streaming the media to the first client in a first 
stream while referring to said stored metadata; and streaming the media to a second client in a 
second stream while referring to said stored metadata" and "a computer readable storage medium 
containing a data structure configured for facilitating the simultaneous streaming of media from 
a media track to multiple clients, the data structure comprising: a set of metadata configured to 
associate time indices of the media track with corresponding portions of the media, and to locate 
said corresponding portions within the media track; wherein said set of metadata is simultaneous 
accessed by each of multiple client stream handlers, wherein each stream handler is associated 
with a different client, to facilitate retrieval of different portions of the media for streaming to 
their respective clients"; and "an apparatus for streaming media to clients, comprising: a first 
track of a media program stored on a first storage device, the first media track comprising media; 
and metadata configured to facilitate access to the media; a first memory; a set of track handle 
modules, wherein each of said track handle modules is configured to facilitate streaming the 
media to a different client; and a track module configured to store said metadata in said first 
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memory for shared access by said track handle modules; wherein said track handle modules 
access said metadata to identify portions of the media and locate said portions on the first storage 
device" with same limitations are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of claims 1-5 as 
discussed above not limited to the cited paragraphs but also to the entire reference of Duso. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Son et al (US Patent Pub 2002/0047899 Al) discloses a system related to providing streaming 
media to users. 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant, can be reached on (703) 305-4755. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-0377. 
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Krista Bui 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 



